
     his past March, Michael Jinbo served as guest 
teacher for a week at the Facultad de Música of 

the Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León in Monterrey, 
Mexico.  His visit fulfilled a dream I’ve had since first 
studying with him at the Pierre Monteux School in 1999:  to 
bring Michael´s way of teaching to Mexico, including having 
the conducting students actively participate by playing in 
the orchestra, in order to reach a deeper understanding of 
the music and of themselves.

Over the course of the week, ten outstanding students from 
different parts of Mexico lived the experience of working 
with one of the best conducting teachers in America.  
Michael addressed works of Beethoven, Schubert and 
Mozart, plus a special session devoted to Stravinsky’s The 
Rite of Spring.  With every single conductor becoming a part 
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Maestro Jinbo Brings Monteux Experience to Mexico

M y week in Monterrey was a very enjoyable one.  
All of the students were responsive and eager 

to learn and the administration of the university worked 
hard to make my visit pleasant and productive.  Everyone I 
encountered was so kind and gracious, whether helping me 
with what little Spanish I could muster or offering cuisine 
suggestions.  One thing is certain:  I ate well while I was in 
Mexico!

The workshop consisted of five masterclass rehearsals with 
orchestra, plus ancillary sessions with piano.  Though I was 
unsure of what to expect beforehand, the workshop took off 
immediately and we quickly fell into the swing of things.  
It is remarkable to me that changes in locale and language 
really didn’t affect my teaching.

While the weather wasn’t particularly nice that week, 
with lots of overcast or rainy days and unseasonably low 
temperatures, it was a heck of a lot warmer than back 
home!  I had the opportunity to see some of the sights in 
the area, including touring Monterrey and neighboring 
towns; spending a day with Guillermo and his family at their 
weekend hacienda; and enjoying the magnificent mountains 
of the eastern Sierra Madre range.

Special thanks to Guillermo’s charming wife Elda Nelly 
and his administrative assistant Mariana Cerda Ocejo, 

T

Guillermo, continued on outside back

Jinbo, continued on outside back

Guillermo Villarreal & Michael Jinbo, Music Director
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Pierre Monteux School for Conductors & Orchestra Musicians
All Contributions · May 6, 2014 – May 5, 2015

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE 
($10,000+)

Davis Family Foundation a

ORCHESTRA CIRCLE 
($5000+)

Bernard Osher Foundation b
Best Wines (Phoebe Best 

Devenish, proprietress) c
Monique L. Giroux & 
 Peter J. Doehring d
Ludovic Morlot b
Estate of Jean C. O'Meara

PATRONS ($2,500+)
Ensemble Tremblay (Allison 

Kiger, Director) e
Doug Kimmel & 
 Ron Schwizer
H. M. Payson & Co. b
John & Lee-lee Schlegel g
Beverley & Dyer Wadsworth
Candace & Edward 

Walworth
Joann & Charles Wiggins i
Dr. Sam & JoAnn Williams

BENEFACTORS ($1,000+)
Ed Allen & Lorraine 

Gawronski
Arnold & Margaret Amstutz
David & Barbara Bristol
Phil & Phoebe Devenish h
Arthur Helmbrecht f
Mr. & Mrs. James M. Kellogg
Alexander Macgillivray & 

Shona Crabtree
Maine Community 

Foundation
Dr. John R. O'Meara j
Terry Flettrich Rohe h
Roberta M. Scott
Louise H. Shipman
Alice J. Souther
Deborah Sumaria k
Hugh Wolff & Judith Kogan
Kurt & Torj Wray

SPONSORS ($500+)
Anonymous
Bangkok Restaurant (Alicia 

Soutthivong, proprietress)
Bill & Polly Ceckler
Jocelyn Gamble Childs
Dianne & Roger Eckhardt

Frank & Christine 
Fredenburgh

Frank & Ada Graham f
Howard & Skiles Howard
Michael Jinbo
Joseph Klapatch
Gerard Monteux
Ellen O'Meara & Ken 

Emerson
James M. Orent & 
 Marianne Gray
Jean-Andre & Vicki Rougeot
Al & Betsy Younger
Sandra & Larry Zellner

SUSTAINERS ($250+)
Judith T. & Robert P. 

Adelman
John Canarina
Charles Collison
Douglas & Amanda Droste
Leda Beth Gray & David 

Drake
Jim & Barbara Hanna
Kenneth & Barbara Kelly l
Estate of Elwyn H. King f
Alexandra B. Knox m
Drs. Karla & Michael Luxner
Sylvia Monteux
Marianne Perlak & 
 Rob Paarlberg
Sandra W. Quine
Mary W. Schley
Stephen L. Weber

SUPPORTERS ($100+)
B. Allen Benson & 
 Nancy Hill
Virginia & Frederick Berrien
Elinor Buckley
Ed & Louise Buschmann
Rebecca K. Collison
Nancy Colter
Marcia & Steven Crabtree
Stephen Czarkowski n
Joseph P. Day & 
 Anne Nelson b
Sheila & Bruce 
 Denney-Brown
Eva S. Devenish
Charlotte & George Draper
Dr. Richard Faust
Jeanne Fee Feeney
Leon Fleisher

David & Lorna Goodrich
Carle G. Gray o
Michael Griffith
Rev. James  & Mrs. Ingrid 

Harrison p
Harriet Heath
Lois S. Johnson 
Margaret Karns & 
 Ralph Johnston
Elsie B. Kilvert
Joanne & Stanley Landis
Hanne Lewis
Marian Liebowitz Artist 

Management q
Eric R. Lindquist
Eileen Kleiman & Peter A. 

Lurye 
Ann & Dick Luxner
The Honorable Bruce & 

LeeAnne Mallonee 
Creighton & Louise McShane
Joan T. Muellerleile & 

Dumont M. Jones
Estate of Jean C. O'Meara r
Mary E. O'Meara 
Pete & Katie Pattee
Ruth S. Sargent
Margaret Stewart & 
 Kyle Reath
Katharine A. Thompson
Mr. & Mrs. David B.Ward 
Mr. & Mrs. Bradford 

Wellman
David Westphal  & 
 Patty Ryan
Winston & Thelma White
Barbara Yahr & Alex Lerman
James K. Young

FRIENDS (Up to $100)
Charles Alexander & 

Timothy McCormick
Truitt B. Allcott
Harry & Julia Angelides
Kenneth R. Bahm
Rob Barendse s
Margaret L. Cruikshank
Mr. & Mrs. Harold Evans
Margi Griebling-Haigh
Susan S. Gristina
The Grohoski Family l
Gay & Joe Haroutunian
Thomas Hinds
Joy Hoffman b

Deborah & John Luebbers
Nancy M. MacKnight
David McConnell
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard (Billy) 

Miller
Renata Reich Moise
Catherine Parshley
Peter Rees
Stan Renard
Henry S. & Patty J. Russell
Leon & Lesia Shmorhun
Timothy & Beverly Stone
Lee G. Swift j
Heidi Welch
Florence Wilder
Barbara A. Witham
Edward J. Williams

a  Campus repairs & 
percussion instruments

b  2014 scholarships
c  Business sponsorship
d  In memory of Maureen 

McNalley
e  2015 instrumental 

scholarships
f  Vinyl record donations
g  2015 conducting 

scholarship
h  Student housing
i  In honor of Howard T. 

Howard
j  In memory of Jean C. 

O'Meara
k  In memory of Maestro 

Gideon Grau
l  In memory of Sylvia 

McEldowney
m  In memory of Van William 

Knox III
n  In honor of Maestro Jinbo
o  In memory of Freda Gray-

Masse
p  In memory of Kurt J. 

Harrison
q  In memory of Susan K. 

Weber
r  In honor of Phil Devenish
s  In memory of Nancie 

Monteux Barendse

Please bring errors or 
corrections to our attention 

by contacting
 admin@monteuxschool.org.
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April 30, 2015

Dear Monteux Friends,

ust two more days, and we head back off home from here in New Zealand.  And 

what is it that, above all, makes me eager—not to leave—but to return?  You only 

get one guess.

It is the upcoming season at the Monteux School, of course!  I hope—and trust—that you 

are looking forward to this just as much as I am.

And a busy and exciting season it will be.  Here are some of the highlights:

•	 our	old	friend	–	and	METOpera	violinist	-	Ming	Feng	Hsin	will	return	as	guest	

artist and perform in our first “Wednesdays at Monteux” concert on the evening on June 

24, and then play Samuel Barber’s Violin Concerto with our orchestra on Sunday, June 

28. We featured Ming in our Fall 2014 newsletter

•	 the	DaPonte	String	Quartet	will	perform	on	July	9	and	give	two	masterclasses	for	

our string players, a new initiative for us

•	 our	Children’s	Concert:	‘Peter	and	the	Wolf ’	Monday,	July	6	at	10am

•	 and	lots	more—do	read	on!!

Here is a surprise—to all of us.  Ron Schwizer has discovered that two pieces by Pierre 

Monteux’s	sister-in-law,	Hilda	Davis,	were	played	at	JFK’s	inaugural	ball	in	1961!!		I	hope	

we can find them, and if so… stay tuned (as they say)!

So, get your season tickets early, and buckle in.  We are in for another ride on the 

Monteux musical magic carpet!

Warm wishes from afar, but not for long,

Phil	Devenish,	President

J
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SYMPHONIC CONCERTS
Sundays at 5 PM

June 21
June 28  - MET Opera violinist

Ming Feng Hsin – Barber’s Violin Concerto
July 5, 12

July 19 (Memorial Concert)
Maestro Michael Jinbo, conducting

July 26 - POPS Concert

CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERTS
Wednesdays at 7:30 PM

June 24; July 1, 8, 15, 22

DaPonte String Quartet
Thursday July 9, 7:30 pm

FREE - Children’s Concert - FREE
Monday, July 6 at 10:00 AM

“Peter & the Wolf”
followed by “instrument petting zoo”

www.monteuxschool.org

Pierre Monteux School

PO Box 457 · Hancock, Maine 04640
Nonprofit Org.
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Wish List
Items we need that you might 
wish to donate or purchase, in 
whole or in part:
    

Single-wide	dressers	
for campus bedrooms

Double-wide	dressers	
for campus bedrooms

    

Contact Ron at 
admin@monteuxschool.org

of the orchestra (Sinfonietta UANL), 
instrumentalists and conductors alike 
learned from Michael’s expertise.  It 
was my fortune to coordinate the 
event and serve as Michael’s assistant, 
and working with him reaffirmed my 
commitment to achieve high levels 
of musical quality at my university.  
Having such an important teacher 
working with us was a great privilege.

Michael’s directness and clarity in 
explaining	 both	 musical	 and	 life-
related concepts changed the way we 
see music.  I’m certain that soon many 
of the participants will find a way to 
attend the Pierre Monteux School in 
Hancock.  Thank you, Michael, for 
sharing your knowledge and love of 
music so wholeheartedly!!!

-- Guillermo Villarreal (’99, ’13)

both fluent in English, for translating 
Guillermo’s English for me!  I am 
particularly grateful to Jorge Blanco 
Montaño, a composition student at the 
university, for serving as my chauffeur, 
tour guide, shadow, and frequent meal 
companion.  He made my visit easy 
and I very much enjoyed his company 
and getting to know him.

Finally, I am grateful to Guillermo 
Villarreal for his hard work in making 
his dream come to fruition.  I must say 
that I didn’t fully comprehend what a 
major accomplishment this visit was 
or how personally important it was to 
Guillermo until I was actually there.  
It was truly a selfless labor of love 
and everyone involved should be very 
proud of what they accomplished!

-- Michael Jinbo, Music Director

Guillermo, continued from front Jinbo, continued from front


